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The three legs of the stool in Christian 
education are as follows: the home, the church 
and the school. In this year’s Signet we are 
using that theme to frame the way we share 
PMCA with you. This edition will focus on 
the second leg, which is the Christian church.  

While Christian education begins with the 
child’s parents announcing that “God has 
given us this child,” the church is the assembly 
into which the child is taken to receive God’s 
covenantal promises. In the church, it is not 
only the parents but also the Christian 
community which vows in reliance on the 
Holy Spirit to do all in its power to instruct 
the child in the  Christian faith, to receive the 
child in love, and to encourage and sustain 
him or her.

It is through the church that we come to 
greater understanding of the nature, character 
and person of God. We are made more deeply 
aware of who we are as His creation and how 
we are “His people and the sheep of His pasture.” 
It is through the church we are shepherded to 
plumb the depths of the grace extended to us 
through the redemptive work of God’s son, 
Jesus. It is through the church we are led to 
examine the Scriptures, for it is in the Scriptures 
that the person and work of God is made 
known to us. Most important, however, is the 
reminder in God’s instruction to Moses prior 
to the Israelites’ deliverance from bondage: 

“When you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 
In the church we worship and give God the 
praise due His name. It is through the church 
we seek “to know Christ and make Him known.”

The activity of the church local is what generates 
the church in the broader community. As 
members devote themselves to biblical teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
together and to prayer, a commonality of call, 
cause and purpose is fostered. Day to day 
relationships among parents and children spill 
out into one another’s homes, into broader 
relational connections in which parents and 
church leaders enjoy a complementing confi-
dence, and into our neighborhoods and areas 
of need through acts of service. People invest 
in one another as they invest in the efforts of 
discipleship and worship of the church. This 
investing in one another empowers the church 
to greater levels of ministry and impact enabling 
the church local to also show itself as the 
church in community.

It is our commitment to this view of the three-
legged stool that sets our framework for student 
recruitment and discipleship in Christian 
schools. It is the children of parents who have 
come to Christ for the forgiveness of sins and 
their personal salvation that we seek to fill our 
classrooms. It is the children who are shepherded 
within a caring, worshipping, and biblically 
faithful church community that embraces the 
covenant responsibilities to instruct the child 
in the Christian faith, that we pray God will 
lead to our campus. Students with proper 
foundations and perspectives of how God has 
been creating and calling a people to Himself 
through godly homes and faithful churches 
are best prepared to explore both the simplicities 
and complexities of all that He has made.

The church empowers its people to be witnesses 
of the doctrines of grace to the world. The 
church instructs its people in the responsibility 
and privilege of worship and faith.  The church 
through its discipleship efforts prepares cur-
rent and future leadership for the ministries of  
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middle and high school students in praise to the Lord.



missions and worship. As a result, its members 
have the foundation and are most primed to 
be fitted with the “spectacles of Scripture” to 
see sparkles of Christ’s light in a dark world—
from asteroids to zebras, from economics to 
Ecuador, and how Biblical faith expands into 
a Biblical worldview for living day to day.

That of course leads us into just what the role 
of the third leg of the stool, the Christian 
school, might be. I hope to address that in 
our next edition.  

Thank you for continuing to pray for our 
role in this task. Thank you, as well, for 
those of you who support PMCA through 
your gifts. I invite your continued confidence, 
prayers and support as we serve through this 
school year together.

Donald B. Beebe
Head of School

out through our students, families, teachers 
and coaches. Others know us, but have never 
really considered supporting a Christian 
school such as PMCA.

Here’s what I would like you to do; I want to 
encourage you to be a fragrant ambassador for 
Phil-Mont in your church and with your 
church leaders. Invite your pastor, elder or 
deacon to a PMCA activity such as a play, a 
sporting event, or the National Honor Society 
induction. Share with them what God is 
teaching you. Ask them to pray regularly for 
PMCA from the pulpit in their pastoral prayer. 
And if the pastor’s school-aged children do not 
attend a Christian school, invite those young 
people to some PMCA activities, and let them 
experience a school with Christ as the center 
of all learning and life.

The bottom line is that your fragrance of 
Christ (2 Cor. 2:14-16) could have a profound 
impact on your pastor, your church leaders, 
and even on your whole church.

Think of it: the 318 students at PMCA 
represent about 200 families who come from 
about 100 churches in the Philadelphia area. 
If you add in all the churches where PMCA 
alumni and friends are located, you can see 
the potential aroma that we could produce for 
Christ in this region.

What happens at Phil-Mont shouldn’t stay 
at Phil-Mont. It should emanate and flavor 
the churches of the area, for the growth of 
the church and the spread of the gospel, all 
to the glory of God! Will you help to make 
this happen?

In Christ’s mercy,
Lou Prontnicki, President,
Board of Trustees

What happens at Phil-Mont… should not 
stay at Phil-Mont.
 
I have a love/hate relationship with church 
luncheons. On the one hand, I enjoy seeing 
our congregation gathering after our worship 
service to eat and fellowship. On the other 
hand, the aroma of a delicious meal being pre-
pared, wafting up the stairs, while I am trying 
to hold people’s attention at the end of my ser-
mon, can be frustrating! My best sermons 
seem to go flat when competing against a 
whiff of a pot roast or lasagna drifting into the 
auditorium. Clearly, what gets cooked in the 
church kitchen doesn’t stay in the kitchen.

In a similar way, what happens at Phil-Mont 
shouldn’t stay at the school, but should 
permeate every church represented by the 
PMCA student body and friends.

If you are reading this Signet, you are probably 
a parent of a PMCA student, part of PMCA’s 
alumni, a donor, or someone else who has an 
interest in this school. And so here are a few 
questions for each of you: What does your 
pastor think of PMCA? Is he supportive 
of it? Does he pray for you and the school? 
Does he see PMCA as a vital arm of the church, 
helping to accomplish the church’s goal of 
making disciples?

If you have such a pastor/ bishop/ church elder, 
thank him. Tell him you appreciate his sup-
port of PMCA. Share with him what God is 
teaching you at PMCA. As a pastor, I love to 
hear PMCA students and graduates refer to 
what their teachers have instilled in them. I 
enjoy seeing the passion for learning about 
God’s world which PMCA has helped our 
young people to grasp. I know that all that 
happens at PMCA doesn’t stay at the school: 
the aroma of Christ at Phil-Mont wafts into 
my congregation, for God’s glory.
 
But what if your pastor doesn’t know much 
about PMCA? Some area pastors don’t know 
we exist or what our mission and vision are. 
Their spiritual noses have not yet breathed in 
the sweet fragrance of Christ that is poured  

(continued from page 1)

From the President’s 
Laptop

Pray for PMCA
For our students, faculty and staff that they 
would work and learn to God’s glory

For the Administration that they would  
exhibit wise and godly leadership 

For our senior class as they make decisions 
about college for next fall

For current school families that they would 
remain dedicated to the mission of PMCA

For the Board of Trustees as they make  
decisions for the future of PMCA

For the Middle States Coordinators as the  
Accreditation Team visits in late March

For prospective parents and students as they  
attend Open House Tours, that many  
would desire a PMCA education

For the upcoming Race for Education  
fund-raiser.

For the Lord’s ongoing blessings and  
provision for the work at PMCA
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Everyone knows that Philly has its National 
Treasures: Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, 
Constitution Hall — soft pretzels, cheese 
steaks, Tastykakes! Well, right up the way, 
Phil-Mont Christian Academy has its valuables 
as well — living, breathing classroom treasures. 
There are folks like Paul MacQueen winding up 
his forty-third year of teaching at the Academy, 
Joel Bacon who adds voluntary aquarium-
keeping, birdhouse-mending, and weather 
surveillance into his nearly thirty-seven years 
of science classroom service, and Chip Struck 
who for thirty-three years has mixed “Ooof 
Ball” and “Whip It” training with prayer and 
Bible study to produce scores of winning seasons. 
Add in mothers-in-laws Nancy Stemler and 
Marilyn Furcola in the offices, Mrs. Rockey 
and Mr. Eimer daily delighting our Middle 
Schoolers, and a dozen others who have been 
around for double decades and it’s obvious 
that Phil-Mont has some golden gifts. 

Our hope is to spotlight many of these folks in 
the months and years ahead, but in this issue, 
The Signet is going to allow you to spend some 
quality time with our motorcycle-riding, art-
appreciating, jazz-embracing high school Bible 

teacher, Dan Kunkle. Taking place on the final 
day of exam week, Dan’s interview was filmed 
and the full dialogue of that session is available 
on our website for all of our readers to enjoy. 
In that video you can enjoy expansions on 
what is written here, experience more examples 
of his art and music, and hear the sonorous 
voice of the man who daily walks our high 
schoolers through their Bible education. 

Dan hails from western Pa. and the little town 
of Irwin where he grew up an only child inter-
ested in riding his bike, enjoying the woods, 
and becoming a disc jockey. He met his future 
bride Kathy in junior high and by senior year 
had made a commitment he would keep. Even-
tually he headed off to Clarion State College 
to earn a degree in social studies and second-
ary education and in the midst of his studies 
came to belief in Christ. In 1976, he and new 
wife Kathy came to the Philly area, where he 
earned two Masters degrees from Westminster 
Seminary and one from Villanova University. 
He began teaching at Phil-Mont in 1979 as a 
middle school Bible teacher, and ten years later 
moved  to the upper school to partner with the 
venerable Dr. Robert Ream, another Phil-Mont 

treasure, who retired in 1997 after 36 years. 
Since then Dan has rethought and redesigned 
the program and along with a line of part-time 
Bible teachers has taught at every high school 
grade level. Old Testament and New Testa-
ment surveys fill the freshmen and sophomore 
years while Juniors cover an introduction to 
Christian doctrine and systematic theology. 
The final year of study takes Seniors through 
apologetics as world view and culture studies.

To enter B-3, Mr. Kunkle’s classroom enclave 
off Phil-Mont’s “Avenue of the Arts,” is to enter 
a kaleidoscope of interests and images. Posters 
of works by Manet, Pollock, Warhol, Munch, 
and Raphael crowd the walls. Cabinets hold 
dvds and videos running the gamut from Citizen 
Kane and Psycho to Disney’s The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice and Fred and Ginger in Top Hat. 
The music filling the air before and between 
classes might be Billie Holiday, Benny 
Goodman, Diana Krall, or John Coltrane. 
Family photographs, children’s toys, and  
mementos from former students line the 
shelves and an overstuffed chair and an  
antique rocker nestled behind his desk provide 
a conversation pit for visitors. A pretty unique 
place for a high school Bible class!

Dan and Kathy, a medical technologist, live 
in nearby Roslyn with their son Bryan, 27 
years old, a special needs adult. Their 
daughter Caryn is a 2000 grad of Phil-Mont 
who earned an art degree from Kutztown 
University. She worked with the Philadelphia 
Mural Arts program, studied in Italy and 
Spain and currently directs and curates The 
Philadelphia Salon, displaying and encouraging 
the work of area artists.

Dan is a deacon at Tenth Presbyterian Church 
of Philadelphia, has taught at Rosemont College, 
Eastern University, and Westminster Seminary, 
has studied at the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art’s summer VAST program. In addition, 
Dan is a former chaplain for the Riders in the 
Storm chapter of the Christian Motorcyclists 
Association; not surprising since Kathy and 
Dan enjoy long trips on his turquoise 1998 
Honda Shadow, a familiar fixture in the Phil-
Mont faculty parking lot. We’re delighted that 
he was willing to take a few minutes to answers 
some questions and give a vision for what he 
hopes to accomplish at Phil-Mont in his key 
role. Following are some selections from his  
question and answer session with Will Liegel.

Reformation Renaissance Man 
A Conversion with Phil-Mont’s Dan Kunkle

Will Liegel
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Dan Kunkle responds to an interview question 
from Will Liegel as the camera rolls.



Liegel: We’re here to learn about Dan 
Kunkle, so let’s start with the basics. 
You grew up in western Pennsylvania — 
tell us about that experience.  

Kunkle: I grew up as an only child in a 
small town called Irwin, in a family that 
was not at all religious or spiritual. It just 
wasn’t on the radar and Sundays were 
spent going to Lake Gloria, having cook-
outs, that sort of thing.
  

You said your family wasn’t spiritual. 
You’re a Bible teacher now, so how did 
you come to know the Lord?

When I was in eleventh grade I had a history 
teacher who just changed my life. This 
was the first time I met someone that I 
really admired and who had a profound 
impact on me. Until then I just wanted to 
be a disc jockey and play records for 
people, but now I decided that I wanted 
to go away and be like him and become 
a high school history teacher. We were 
able to afford the state college system 
so I went off to Clarion State College 
and there in my first semester I met this 
young man who was involved in Young 
Life in high school and was very passionate 
about sharing the gospel. We became 
very quick friends. We talked long hours 
into the night — I love to argue — and in 
the second semester of my freshman 
year I trusted in Christ as my Lord and 
Savior.  

Any words of encouragement for stu-
dents sharing their faith with their 
friends?  

What was really so attractive about his 
witness was that he was authentic in 
terms of his living out what he was saying. 
Never did I have this sense that I was  
going to be a notch on somebody’s 
Bible. He befriended me, he showed me 
a genuine concern. I saw in him the love 
of Christ. It was very winsome. I’m also 
very grateful that his presentation of Jesus 
as Savior also included a presentation 
that Jesus was Lord and so I knew if I 
were to commit my life to Christ, it would 
change everything. And it did.

I know that you have known your bride 
Kathy since junior high, so what hap-
pened since you were in college and 
she was going to college and suddenly 
you came to know the Lord?
 
We went away to college committed to 
maintaining that relationship we’d begun 
in high school. I wrote her a letter about 
my new faith. Her immediate response 
was not particularly positive. She thought 
I’d become a part of some kind of cult or 
something. On one particular weekend 
home, I shared the gospel with her 
pastor; she’d grown up a Lutheran, and 
she was hoping that he’d refute every-
thing I had to say. Instead he kind of 
nodded. At the end, she turned to him 
and said, “If that’s all true, why didn’t 
you tell me?” His response was, “It’s in 
the liturgy — you should have been paying 

attention!” She came to faith in the Lord 
and we were married in the summer of 
1975.

So you studied history. And now you’re 
a Bible teacher? What happened?

There was something of a tradition in the 
early seventies that young men who 
came to faith would consider the Gospel 
ministry, so I enrolled in Seminary. It did 
not take very long for me to realize my 
gifts were not in the pastorate. I had a 
long conversation with someone who 
was involved in Christian education and 
he helped me to realize that what I really 
wanted to do was teach the Bible. 

To be honest, the 
level of education 
that we have here 

at Phil-Mont 
exceeds what I 

have experienced 
at some colleges.
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With three masters degrees why are you 
teaching high school and not college? 

I love kids. I love being with teenagers. I 
enjoy their youth and it helps me to stay 
connected with my youth, I think. I have 
had opportunity to teach at colleges, 
but to be honest, the level of education 
that we have here at Phil-Mont exceeds 
what I have experienced at some col-
leges. The testimony of our graduates is 
to that as well, so I’m happy doing what 
I’m doing.

You’ve taught middle school, high 
school, college, seminary. Do you see 
any real difference in attempting to 
speak into those worlds?

Elements of good teaching are elements 
of good teaching at every level. In my 
own particular instance of  teaching high 
school, I always have a view towards 
where these kids are going to be a year 
or two or three down the road, what 
they’re going to need as they move into 
college or into the workplace. For most 
of our kids, when they graduate from 
Phil-Mont they’re not “going out into 
the real world.” The real world is right 
here, the world over which Jesus is Lord, 
where Jesus has authority over every 
area of life. They’re going out into a larger 
world, a more diverse world, a world 
with more variety in terms of what people 
believe and how they behave. So a lot of 
what we do, especially with seniors, is 
focused in that area.  

So you don’t hold any support for the 
idea that Christian school puts kids into 
a kind of “Christian Bubble” and isn’t 
going to prepare them for the next 
step.

Not at all. Kids are kids wherever you go. 
They go to the same malls, the same web 
stores, the same social media. The pur-
pose of Phil-Mont is not to shelter kids. 
It’s to prepare them to go out into the 
world that God has made, but for them 
to go out as His representatives, as His 
ambassadors.  

You’re known around school for your 
interest in so many things. Where does 
this great cultural / media mind-set 
come from?  

It comes from the Creation Mandate, it 
comes from Genesis 1 and 2. When God 
put Adam in the garden, He told him to 
subdue the earth, to have dominion over 
it, to multiply. When Adam named the 
animals and then when he met his wife 
for the first time, he was doing the 
sciences and he was doing the arts. He 
was being a zoologist and he sang a love 
song to his new bride. What Jesus does 
for his people is He restores them to 
their full humanity, and that means 
being engaged in every area of life. 
Abraham Kuiper said, “There is not a 
single square inch on the earth over 
which Jesus cannot rightly say, ‘this is 
mine.’” Christianity doesn’t put people 
into a box. Rather, Christianity liberates 
young people to be who God made 
them to be.  

Some Christian parents comment that 
their kid goes to Sunday school, to 
church, to youth group, to summer 
camps. That’s plenty already. What’s a 
justification for Christian school?

It’s fundamentally a parent’s responsibility 
to raise, disciple, train up a child in the 
ways of the Lord. But parenting is a 
difficult task, as parents know. They, 
by God’s grace, have a number of 
helpers that are ready and willing to 
draw alongside them in that business 
of rearing children. They have the church 
and the church is indispensable in that 
responsibility, but we at Phil-Mont 
believe that God has entrusted to us 
this mandate of drawing alongside of 
parents in the area of the mind, in the 
area of academics, of thinking through 
more deeply things about a variety of 
subjects that most parents are ill-
equipped to tackle: science, literature, 
history, an academic study of the Bible. 
God really does want us to love Him with 
our minds. It’s not a competition between 
home and family and church and school 
— or at least it shouldn’t be.  

The interview session with Dan Kunkle 
continued for thirty minutes of truly informative, 
surprising, helpful comments — the guy’s got a 
lot of wisdom! Check out the posted interview 
at www.phil-mont.com and hear Dan wax 
eloquent on additional topics including…
 
What about the Christian and secular arts?
How is every class at Phil-Mont “Bible”?
How does Phil-Mont approach its academic 
study of the Word?
How have things changed for Christian kids over 
the last thirty years?
What are the big issues for the church today?
What about special needs / disabled people in the 
church today?
What’s the best thing about Phil-Mont?
What’s on the horizon for Dan Kunkle? 
AND an actual tour of selected art pieces from 
Dan’s room and how he ties it to his lectures 
and lessons.

A closing comment: What do you think parents 
should be aware of today?

The first thing I’d say to parents is, however 
much they love their kids, God loves them 
more. So they don’t need to approach their 
parenting with fear. They don’t need to ap-
proach their parenting out of anxiety or worry. 
The Lord is faithful to His covenant promises. 
Having said that, I would also say to parents 
that particularly in this day and age, they need 
help. It’s a tough job and I think that parents 
should take advantage of every opportunity 
they have from those fellow members of the 
kingdom — the church and the Christian 
school. The parents should take advantage of 
every opportunity they can to bring those 
other institutions along to be helpful in their 
God-given responsibility to raise their kids.   
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People who delight in the glitter and creativity of 
the Broadway stage are well aware of a set of 

“magical doors.” To the rear or side of each 
theater is that special portal through which 
the actors come and go. They enter as common 
people simply trained in the arts, but within 
minutes they are transformed into the characters 
of Shakespeare or Shaw, the singers of Gershwin 
or Berlin, the inhabitants of delightful comedies 
or heartbreaking tragedies. Getting the right 
to pass through one of those doors each day is 
the goal of every young lady in this year’s Phil-
Mont winter play, the joy of being able to walk 
into the Stage Door.

Stage Door is a delightful whirlwind of theatre, 
a wonderful serio-comedy by the team of 
George Kaufmann and Edna Ferber. A 1930’s 
classic with each of its writers a Pulitzer Prize 
winner (he for You Can’t Take it With You and 
she for So Big and Showboat), it takes audi-
ences to Manhattan and the fictional Footlights 
Club. Based on an arts hotel where Kaufmann 
actual lived as a young playwright, it’s a place 
where seventeen young women travel from 
Minnesota, Alabama, Indiana and parts West 
for a chance to be in the spotlight. Some get 
work, some take classes, some simply make 
the rounds from agent to agent, audition to  

audition, unwilling (or unable?) to give up the 
dream. Languid Jean wants to make movies, 
wiseacre Judy wants to be away from her hick 
family, timid Kaye and sultry Linda have 
secrets to keep, and everyone’s friend Terry 
simply wants to stay true to her Broadway 
dreams.  

The play was a Broadway success, but it was in 
its film resurrection that that Stage Door be-
came a super hit. Starring Katharine Hepburn, 
Ginger Rogers, Eve Arden, and in their first 
film, Ann Miller and Lucille Ball, the film 
garnered a 1937 Oscar for Best Picture, espe-
cially interesting since the play is primarily 
about the evils of selling out to the newly 
discovered world of film! There are femmes 
fatales, petite comics, dramatic ingénues, 
nightclub dancers, and other hopefuls, all 
surrounded by a supporting cast of parents 
from home, housekeepers and landladies, 
handsome dates, and dashing Broadway and 
Hollywood producers. 

Phil-Mont theatre specializes in costumes and 
settings and this play is letting us research 
deep and stretch big. The glamorous 1930’s  

An Open Door  
to Entertainment

Will Liegel
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become the thing that draws and moves us. 
Or the power of a successful business career. 
Or the pride of an advanced education or 
political achievement. Lots of things can win 
our hearts and minds which is why the cast 
often meets for small prayer groups as we 
proceed. We remind ourselves that the team 
effort, the common goals, the use of God-
given skills, and the glorifying of our Lord are 
to be primary. Let’s not confuse a love for the 
stage door and a desire for the pearly gates!  

Our performers will go through our stage 
door into our Stage Door March 8, 9, and 10 
at 7:30 each evening with a Saturday matinee 
at 2PM. All seating is reserved and tickets can 
be purchased during any high school lunch or 
from our school office (215-233-0782).  

hundreds of entrances and exits, the lists of 
props, and the emotions that change as often 
as the characters’ costumes and boyfriends. 
Dad Rick Danihel is supervising set con-
struction, Jeremy Bierema (Senior, Ardsley), 
is designing specialty lighting and sound, and 
alumnae Betsy Falk (2000) and Ali Masser 
(2006) are researching the hair and makeup 
stylings of the period. These details and three 
dozen fine performances are why our Signet 
readers and their friends and families should 
make their reservations early.  

In parting, at Stage Door rehearsals we have 
been talking about the dangers of loving a job 
or dream too much, an issue a number of the 
characters of our play must consider. Members 
of our own cast are looking to careers in 
theatre or music and we’ve discussed how easy 
it is to have the applause of an audience 
 

give lots of opportunity for bobbed hair and 
designer chiffons, for satin gowns and mink 
stoles, for grand hotel lobbies, rotary phones, 
tap shoes, scarlet lips, and lots of other period 
details. Featured in Phil-Mont’s production 
are Susi McKay (Senior, Willow Grove), 
Lauren Markowitz (Sophomore, Horsham), 
Brittany Adams (Senior, Philadelphia), and 
Rachel Neikirk (Senior, Plymouth Meeting). 
The dueling young writer and powerful pro-
ducer are Kyle Bone (Junior, Lafayette Hill) 
and Brad Steiger (Senior, Ambler) and, playing 
the role created by the immortal Hepburn, is 
Emma Shope (Senior, Willow Grove).  

Rehearsals are going full speed ahead, and 
with thirty-one speaking roles it has been 
pretty difficult to keep up the breakneck pace 
necessary. Assistant director Becca Cronin 
(Senior, Gwynedd) is carefully noting the  

Fine Arts Festival

H ISPANIC TIDES

May 17–19

Music

Comedy

Art

Middle School Concert
Thursday, May 17, 7:30 PM
Concert Band, Concert Choir, 
Choral Ensemble, Jazz Band
 Featuring music from Bizet’s  

Carmen and jazz with a  
Latin groove

High School Concert
Friday, May 18, 7:30 PM
Concert Choir, Concert Band, 
Jazz Band
 Featuring highlights from  

West Side Story

Musical Extravaganza 
Featuring selections from  In the 
Heights, West Side Story, Man of  
La Mancha and Carmen, plus  
music by Carlos Santana and  
Miami Sound Machine

Comedy
 Sunday Costs Five Pesos from 

Mexico
Drama 

Scenes from Shakespeare  
(including one in Spanish),  
Improv, One Acts and More!

Artwork by all grade levels in a  
multitude of media
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Susi McKay, at far right, recreates the character played by an 18-year-old Lucille Ball in her first 
film role. She is joined by (from left) Lauren Markowitz, Becca Cronin and Lizzie Cole.

Seated: Campbell Meyers, Teresa Avellino, 
Lizzie Cole; Standing: Emma Shope, Laura 
DeFelice, Shelby Jackson



One of the things we strive for at PMCA is to 
produce students who are able to view and 
evaluate all areas of life through the lens of 
Scripture. The essay below is a wonderful 
example of one student’s awareness of how this 
idea should be applied.   
  
On Wednesday, October 19, 2011, the tenth 
graders were introduced to a world that was 
extremely unfamiliar to us beyond the sarcastic 
jokes that are frequently made about it. 
Through the movie A Beautiful Mind, and as 
we ventured into the true story of the life and 
the mind of John Nash, every last one of us 
was thrown into the confusing and devastating 
world of schizophrenia.

A Beautiful Mind illustrated the story of John 
Nash, an incredibly intelligent man, and his 
day-to-day struggle with a disease that, for so 
long, he didn’t even know he had. John often 
thought he was doing secret work for the 
government, and even conjured roommates 
and government operatives that no one else 
could see. John sometimes hurt the people 
around him because of his schizophrenia, but 
he didn’t understand, like so many people 
with the disease, that he was actually sick.

As I watched A Beautiful Mind, and formed 
opinions about the characters surrounding 
John’s world, I grew increasingly angry that 
John’s disease made him see people that 
weren’t there. I loved his college roommate 
because he encouraged John to branch out of 
his tiny, formula-covered comfort zone, but 
when John was involuntarily admitted into 
the mental hospital, and when it was revealed 
that his roommate was only an illusion, I 
think I felt just like that college roommate: 
angry, and frustrated. At some points, I just 
wanted to scream out “Why can’t you see?! 
He’s real! He’s right there!”

As the movie progressed, my eyes were opened, 
and schizophrenia became a serious thing 
to me. Before, when the issue of mental 
illness came into mind, I never thought of 
schizophrenia as a serious contender. However, 
in the scene when John Nash almost drowned 
his own son, I had a sort of wake-up call that 
said that schizophrenia was nothing to be 
taken lightly.

Before A Beautiful Mind, I didn’t really know 
much about schizophrenia. Sometimes, I even 
laughed at some jokes made about people 
schizophrenia because I really had no 
understanding of it. After seeing John Nash’s 
silent struggle with this disease, and after 
seeing how many people he had hurt or 
almost hurt because of his delusions, I knew 
that schizophrenia was a serious thing, and it 
affects people every single day. 

After the movie, I thought about how Christ 
could tie into this situation and even how He 
could relate in the life of someone with schizo-
phrenia, and I had a thought: it seemed to me 
that we, as people, sometimes make fun of 
things that we don’t understand, like schizo-
phrenia and other mental disorders. We call 
them stupid, refer to them using offensive 
language, and worse, we sometimes completely 
ignore their struggles. As Christians, God 
calls us to love everyone, just as He has loved 
us by giving His only son. When we see a per-
son struggling or acting strange, we should 
not just walk over them like trash, but we 
should try to help them. Since Jesus showed 
love for us, we should show that same love to 
struggling people.

A BEAUTIFUL MIND: 
Reactions from a Younger Viewer

Sydney Holts

It’s Time to Run!
PMCA’s 6th Annual Race for 

Education Enters the Starting 
Blocks on Friday, April 27

Students, faculty, parents, 
administration and staff join  
in a day of fun, fitness, food,  
fellowship and fund-raising. 

Students are preparing  
mailers for thousands of  

friends and family members, 
asking them to be sponsors.  
If a yellow mailer arrives at  

your home, please lend your 
support to PMCA and the  

quality Christian Education  
we provide. Contributions  

are tax-deductible.

For more information about  
PMCA please visit our website at:  

www.phil-mont.com
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Soccer
During this previous Fall season, Aiah Mbriwa 
became one of only a handful of students in 
Phil-Mont’s history to receive the highest 
honors awarded to the top soccer players in 
the state. Along with being recognized both 
by the school and the BAL for his mesmerizing 
performances, in which he was named MVP 
of the team, as well as MVP of the conference, 
he was also voted onto the 2011 Male All- 
State Team by the Pennsylvania Soccer Coaches 
Association. As a result of his hard work, Aiah 
and his fellow All-State players were honored 
at a banquet in Harrisburg at the end of 
January. One of those special athletes that 
come once in a long while, Aiah’s passion, 
talent, and work ethic will be greatly missed. 
However, we look forward to seeing all that 
he will accomplish at the college level, where 
he is currently set to play Division II soccer 
for Holy Family University.

Basketball
The Phil-Mont Boys Basketball Team began 
its season with a bang. They opened at the 
Oreland Lions Tip-off Tournament playing 
two strong opponents in Bishop McDevitt 
and Springfield. Over Christmas break, the 
Falcons played in the Upper Dublin Cardinal 
Classic where they met Upper Dublin and 
Wyomissing. Phil-Mont started the new year 
with three big league wins, one of which was 
against undefeated Calvary Christian. Senior 
guard Mike Hutson was blessed by scoring 29 
points in this game, earning him a spot as a 
1,000 point scorer at Phil-Mont, just the 
fourth player to enter the PMCA boys basket-
ball record book at this level! After Mike 
drained a three pointer from the right wing, 
the game was stopped and all in attendance 
were able to recognize his achievement. As 
this article was written, the Falcons were tied 
for first place and looking forward to the BAL 
League Tournament and a potential berth in 
the PIAA play-offs.

Wrestling
The wrestling team struggled for numbers 
this year; however, the guys who wrestled were 
strong, competitive wrestlers. Each week they 
improved in the face of tough practice 
conditions and a grueling schedule. Individual 
standouts were Justin Cummings and Richie 
Cerebe. These guys came to us on a “cooperative 
sponsorship” from Calvary Christian. Both of 
these young men have been wrestling all their 
lives and so their ability and skill set is impres-
sive. As the season neared its close, both were 
still undefeated. Each was champion of the 
Jim Thorpe Holiday Tournament, the Church 
Farm Tournament, the Spartan Clash, and 
the Delco Tournament. Richie was voted 

“outstanding wrestler” of the Spartan Clash 
and Justin was voted “outstanding wrestler” of 
the Jim Thorpe Tournament and the DelCo 
Tournament. At the time of this writing, 
Justin and Richie were poised to be District 1 
AA champions and then go on to place at the 
Southeast Regional competition for a trip to 
the state tournament in Hershey. 

Sports Highlights
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Aiah Mbriwa shows off his footwork as he 
maneuvers between two opposing players.

Mike Hutson takes a shot.
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Ken Pfeiffer and his wife, Young-Hoa, 
relocated to the Denver Colorado area in 2010 
to be near their two sons. Ken is a retired 
Army Chaplain. He is looking forward to the 
40th reunion of the class of ’72 this coming 
summer!  

Ilias Robert was born to Rebecca (Anderson) 
Fouse and her husband, Joel on October 9, 
2011.

Brianna Lins was born to Chris Boersema 
and his wife Thécia on February 1, 2012.

Jonathan Yonan was married to Rachel 
Kuipers on October 15, 2011. They live in 
Devon, PA where Jon is Dean of Eastern 
University’s Templeton Honors College.

Sophia was born to Neil Davis and his wife, 
Diane, on June 27, 2011.

On December 13, 2011 at the East Norriton 
Township monthly meeting, Chief of Police 
Karyl Kates presented Awards of Valor to 
Officer Joel Homan and several other officers 
for their actions saving a resident during a fire 
in an apartment building in November 2011. 
Joel and the other officers crawled into the 
apartment and located the resident incoherent 
in the bedroom and dragged the resident out 
of the apartment to safety.

Hansel Leonardo was born to Kristiana 
(Sorkness) Rose and her husband, Omar, on 
January 2, 2012.

Zoey Elizabeth was born to Tim Anderson 
and his wife, Claire on January 20, 2012.

James David was born to Chloe (Porcella) 
Condon and her husband, David, on December 
5, 2011.

Allison Stark was married to Zack Viscomi in 
February 2009. Zack served in the Marines 
and right after their marriage was deployed to 
Iraq for about a year. When he returned they 
moved to Orlando, Florida where Alli is a 
wedding photographer and Zack is going to 
seminary to become a pastor/church planter.

Cori Landt was married to Luke Ayers on  
August 6, 2011. They reside in Ft. Washington, PA.

In December 2011, Nathaniel Bacon graduated 
from the University of Pittsburgh with a degree 
in Mathematics and was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the United States Air 
Force. He is currently stationed at Pensacola 
NAS, where he is receiving training as a Combat 
Systems Officer.

Caleb Childs and Amanda Treacy ’08 were 
married on May 27, 2011.

Rebecca Faith married Jeremiah Grassel on 
November 5, 2011.

Alumni News: Class Notes…

We love to get news from Phil-Mont alumni, and we 
love to share your stories with the rest of the Phil-Mont 
family. To make sure you get updates like the Alumni 
Newsletter and Class Reunion information; we need 
your current email address. Please send your address 
to Nancy Stemler at NStemler@phil-mont.com.  

Please take a moment to let us know about important 
happenings in your life. Have you moved? Changed 
jobs? Gotten married? Had children? If you want, we 
can include this information in the next Signet. Please 
email it to Nancy Stemler.

Parents: If you are receiving this publication on behalf 
of a son or daughter who no longer lives in your home, 
please contact Nancy Stemler with a current mailing 
address.
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traveled the farthest to come to the reunion 
— all the way from Hawaii! Mrs. Stemler 
supplied PMCA tee shirts, water bottles and 
pens for all. Old photo albums of our days at 
Phil-Mont were brought in by Tryphena and 
Mrs. Stemler, and we had a delightful time 

“remembering when.”

To combat the heat, the kids and some parents 
played a spirited water balloon war with 100  
water balloons in the field outside. The squirt 

guns came out and the kids had a blast hosing 
each other down in their bathing suits. The 
evening drew to a close with a delicious dinner 
at King Buffet in Plymouth Meeting. We look 
forward to our 25th reunion in 2016! If 
anyone is interested in helping to coordinate 
the next class of ’91 reunion, please contact 
Tryphena Shen Hsi at tshsi@juno.com.

Tryphena Hsi

PMCA Class of 1991 Reunion

On Saturday, July 23, 2011, the class of 1991 
gathered at Phil-Mont for their 20th reunion. 
It was a sweltering summer day with a heat index of 
103 degrees. Despite the blistering heat, 12 
alumni ventured out to our alma mater for the 
reunion. Pictured from (L) to (R): (Back Row) 
Corey Hart, Ashok Kurian, Ruth (Humber) Brittain, 
Stephen Staedtler and Adam Miller; (Front 
Row) Ruth (Comanda) Skwarek, Kim (Estelle) 
Chez, Marti (Land) Franchois, Tryphena (Shen) 
Hsi, Kim Gunn and Cheryl (Fryling) Martin.

Nancy Stemler graciously gave us a tour of the 
school. It was wonderful to witness the 
improvements that had been made to the 
gym and auditorium, where we relived fond 
memories of basketball games, “bombardment”, 
concerts and plays. We enjoyed ice cream cake, 
popsicles (anything to keep cool) and some 
healthy refreshments (kindly prepared by 
Corey’s wife Donna). Everyone had a terrific 
time playing “How well do you know your fel-
low alumni?”, a bingo-style game of trivia 
about one another. We learned that Ashok  

April

4–9   
NO SCHOOL - Easter Break

11
NHS Induction, 7:30 pm

19
Elementary Spring Program, Grades 3-5, 
7:00 pm 

June

4–6  
Senior Class Trip

7  
Last Day/Half Day for Elementary and 
Middle School

8  
Graduation Breakfast – Calvary PCA, Wil-
low Grove, 8:00 am

9  
Graduation – Calvary PCA, Willow Grove, 
1:00 pm

May

14  
Senior-Board Luncheon

17–19  
Fine Arts Festival
5/17 Middle School Concert, 7:30 pm
5/18 High School Concert, 7:30 pm
5/19 Elementary Performances, Drama,  
Musical Extravaganza, Individual Performances

25  
PMCA Service Day
Elementary Field Day

28
NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day

March

8–10  
Winter Play, Stage Door, 7:30 pm

10  
Winter Play Matinee, 2:00 pm

16  
Spring Sports Awards, 7:00 pm

26–29  
Middle States Accreditation Visitation

Calendar of Events
20
NO SCHOOL – Jr./Sr. Banquet  

27
RACE FOR EDUCATION

30–June 1 
Senior Exams

31–June 5 
Final Exams, Grades 9-11
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Board President

Louis Prontnicki
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